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1847 as s Hobart's b bir 


This yeuk'ss as g Aan celebrates its 150th 
anniversary, some people may be 
wondering how 1847 was chosen as 
Hobart's founding date. It was William 
Earle, grandson of Hobart's founder, 
George Earle, who chose 1847. 

In 1946, as the Hobart City Council 
discussed plans for a Hobart Centennial, 
William Earle, then the city engineer, 
recommended that 1847 be chosen since 
that was the year the post office was 
established and the town became 
nationally recognized. 

George Earle, who had been postmaster 
at Liverpool (the first community he 
founded in this area), moved the post 
office to Hobart on May 26, 1847, and we 
assume the name Hobart was adopted at 
this time. 

Hobart history can be traced even further 
back in time. Even before the land in this 
area was obtained by treaty from the 
Indians, settlers were arriving in the 
1830s. They were called squatters because 

- they were squatting without legal title on 
Indian lands. The Mundell and Sigler 
families in the western section of Hobart 
were among the first legal settlers in 
1837. 

By the early 1840s there was a small 
settlement in the future Hobart. The first 
school house, located on the present site 
of the Masonic Temple, opened in 1845. 
That makes the school system older than 
the city. 

George Earle dammed Deep River and 
built a saw mill in 1846, and Mariam 
Pleak's short history of Hobart records 
that Daniel Taylor built a store here in 
1846 or '47. 

Hobart could also consider itself younger 
than 150 if we chose to celebrate other 
milestones in the city's history. George 


Earle actually laid out the original town of 


Hobart in 1848 and registered the plat in 
the Lake County plat book on May 3, 


grandson cho 


ose 
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1849. It wit gt until 1889 that Hobart 
incorporated as a town, and it was 1921 
when Hobart became a city. 

Communities are not like human 
beings, who have a clearly defined 
birthday. Hobart can choose its birthday, 
and in 1946 the Hobart City Council did 
just that, 

--Elin Christianson, Hobart Historical 
Society 
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PLENTY OF SOLE--This electric shoe 
soling machine was used in Hobart during 
the 1930s and '40s. It may now be seen 
in the lower level of the Hobart Historical 
Society Museum. 


